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AGENDA
ÅOverview of American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and Impact on EPA 

Operations

ÅJob Creation/Saving

ÅEnvironmental Results

ÅSome Questions & 

Impacts

http://www.recovery.gov/
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Some Questions For Today

How has this unprecedented levels of 
accountability and transparency 
raised the bar for all US-EPA 
programs?

Has it also raised the bar for all 
government programs?

Has it raised the bar in Canada?

Might it raise the bar around the 
world? 
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The American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act (ARRA)

President Obama signed the 

$787 Billion

American Recovery and Reinvestment 

Act (ARRA, or Recovery Act) of 2009 

into law on February 17, 2009 in 

Denver, CO
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The Recovery Actôs 3 Goals

Create new jobs and save 
existing jobs

Spur economic activity and 
invest in long-term growth, and

Foster unprecedented levels 
of accountability and 
transparency in government 
spending. 
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ARRA Funding - $787 Billion

Tax Cuts

$288

Grants, 

Contracts and 

Loans

$275

Entitlements

$224
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Where is The $787 Billion Going? 
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$275 Billion for Federal 

Contracts, Grants and Loans

300 different programs spanning 

dozens of Federal Agencies

EPA

$7.22 Billion for 6 programs

$20 Million -- Inspector General
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EPAôs ARRA Funding 

$7.22 Billion

CWSRF-$4B

DWSRF-$2B

SF-$600M

DERA-$300M

LUST-$200M

BF-$100M

OIG-$20M

CWSRF

DWSRF

SF

DERA
LUSTBF
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EPA Programs Receiving Funding 

under the Recovery Act

http://www.epa.gov/recovery/basic.html
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Region 8 ARRA Funding

$384 Million

$371M in Grants and Contracts

$3.5M in ARRA Management and 

Oversight Funding

$9.5M in set-asides for R8 Tribes

This funding is managed out of HQ
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Current Progress

For Q1 2010 Quarterly Report

6,800 jobs created or retained

700 in Region 8 

17.4% CWSRF funds spent

29.6% in Region 8

17.4% DWSRF funds spent 

25.9% in Region 8

Region 8 DW and CW programs averaged 30% 

green (20% requirement)
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Current Progress

For Q1 2010 Quarterly Report

33 Superfund sites -- initiated construction

9 in Region 8

2,700 diesel engines retrofitted, replaced or 

retired

268 in Region 8  

323 LUST site assessments begun

55 in Region 8

27 Brownfields site assessments initiated 

10 initiated in Q2 2010 in Region 8
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Coloradoôs ñTop 10ò Categories 

of $1.588 Billion ARRA Funds

State Fiscal Stabilization Fund $760,242,539

IDEA Part B Grants to States $148,730,571

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM $140,911,583

Title I Grants to Local Educational 

Agencies

$110,905,813

Weatherization Assistance for Low -

Income Persons (A)

$79,531,213

State Energy Program (A) $49,222,000

Section 8 Housing Assistance 

Payments Program Special 

Allocations 

$35,545,846

EPA Drinking Water SRF $34,352,000

EPA Clean Water SRF $31,347,700

Tax Credit Assistance Program $27,349,670
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Gene L. Dodaro , Acting Comptroller General , 
U.S. Government Accountability Office

ñExperience tells us that the risk
of fraud and abuse grows when 
billions of dollars are going out 
quickly, eligibility requirements 
are being established or 
changed, and new programs are 
being created.ò
ïGAOôs Role in Helping to Ensure Accountability and 

Transparency, March 9, 2009
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A key objective of ARRA is to minimize fraud, 

waste, and abuse

ïEven a 5% error rate places $40 billion of total program 

funding potentially at risk for fraud, waste and abuse

ïThe federal government expects States to embed anti-

fraud, waste and abuse efforts into ongoing oversight of 

programs

ïExisting systems and controls may not be capable of 

addressing increased expectations

ïThe public has zero tolerance for fraud, waste and abuse

ïAdditional funding for audits, law enforcement and 

inspector general oversight
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OMBôs Recovery Act Guidance 

Stresses Accountability

o Funds awarded in a prompt, fair, reasonable 
manner

o Recipients and uses of funds transparent

o Funds used for authorized purposes and instances 
of fraud, waste, error, and abuse mitigated

o Unnecessary delays and cost overruns avoided

Achieve programmatic goals
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Section 1512 Reporting : Data 

Elements
Data elements to be collected were published in Federal Register
4/1/09

Requires one report per award

There are five sections:

1. General Section:

ï One report for each award that includes project period and awarding 
Federal agency

2. Section 1: Project & Activity - Cash Received & Disbursements

3. Section 2: Project & Activity - Outputs & Outcomes

ï Status of Work Completed 

ï Jobs Created or Retained

4. Section 3: Subrecipient Information

ï Cash Disbursed by Recipient

ï Date of subaward and grant period

5. Section 4: Aggregate Awards - Total awards <$25,000 
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Certification and Maintenance of Effort

Certification
Certification elevated to the Governor, Mayor or other 

State officials

Upfront certification prior to spending

ïInfrastructure investment has been reviewed 

ïFull responsibility is accepted as to the appropriate use of the 

taxpayersô funds

Maintenance of Effort
Federal funds cannot be used to supplant local funding

Must be used for additive projects, not applied to cut-backs

Governments will need to document current level of effort
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Recovery Accountability and 

Transparency Act Board

coordinate and conduct oversight 

quarterly reports  

recommendations 

may send Flash reports to the President and 

Congress problems that require immediate 

attention

established and maintains a user friendly website, 

Recovery.gov, to foster . accountability and 

transparency
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Recovery Accountability and 

Transparency Act Board
The Honorable Earl E. Devaney, Chairman

The Honorable Phyllis K. Fong, Inspector General Department of 

Agriculture

The Honorable Todd J. Zinser, Inspector General Department of 

Commerce

The Honorable Gregory H. Friedman, Inspector General Department of 

Energy

The Honorable Daniel Levinson, Inspector General Department of Health 

and Human Services

The Honorable Richard L. Skinner, Inspector General Department of 

Homeland Security 

The Honorable Glenn A. Fine, Inspector General Department of Justice 

The Honorable Calvin L. Scovel, Inspector General Department of 

Transportation 

The Honorable Eric M. Thorson, Inspector General Department of 

Treasury

The Honorable J. Russell George, Treasury Inspector General for Tax 

Administration

Mary Mitchelson, Acting Inspector General Department of Education
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Recovery.gov Website
Detailed data on contracts and grants

Progress reports on spending and accomplishments

Links to grant, loan, contract opportunities

Map-based view of where the spending is going

Subscription content to be informed with targeted changes

Ability for access to bulk data for individual analysis

Reports from GAO, IG, CEA

Vignettes on results/accomplishments

Top 10 lists

Responses addressing public feedback


